
                                      

 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church                                   May 2015 

 
 

    

 
facebook.com/StPaulsMonroe     

twitter.com/stpaulsmonroe 

FIND US ONLINE 
stpaulsmonroe.com 

                                      

          1. Go to stpaulsmonroe.com. 
          2. Click on the calendar tab.      
 

 
 

      3. Then click to launch the calendar. 

  Look for your committee meeting, the latest youth activity, or to see if we have one 
service on Sunday.  Check it out and get plugged in to all St. Paul’s has planned.  

 Games  start May 11 @ Saul Adler Fields 
 Play 10 games plus playoffs:  
 Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday (2 games/week) 
 Practice on Sundays @ 2:00 at Triangle Park  
 starting May 3rd 
 Coaches: Don Arrington & Jonathan Jones 
 Contact Liz Accardo to sign up 318—366—6222 

                                      

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS 
SUNDAY, May 24 @ 11:00 

Following the 10:00 Casual Dress Worship Service. 
 Tables will be provided but you can also  

bring blankets, beach towels, and lawn chairs. 

Members of the congregation are asked to 
bring a large recipe of your favorite side dish, 

salad, or dessert to share. 
Fried chicken, bread & drinks provided by  

the Family Life Committee.   



       UMW Chicken Salad Luncheon 

 
         May 5, 2015, 11:30am - 1:00pm   

Here are the ways in which you can help.   
You can: 
 Boil 2 or 3 chickens, chop fine and return to kitchen by Friday, May 1 by 9AM. 
 Toast Bread - prepare 2 loaves of Pepperidge Farm Bread – recipe & bread are in the freezer next to the ice 

maker.  Just sign your name, how many you took, take a recipe and return in a plastic bag by 9AM Monday,  
       May 4. 
 Make a dessert  
 take-out desserts - bring Monday, May 4 by 9AM (suggestions are available) 
 eat in dessert – bring Tuesday, May 5, by 9AM (suggestions are available) 
 Help Monday morning, May 4, 9AM – cleaning & slicing strawberries, mixing chicken salad, bagging bread, 

wrapping silverware 
 Help with preparation Tuesday, May 5, 9AM, slice lemons & bananas, mix fruit salad, etc. 
 Serve Tuesday from 11AM-Noon – making plates, filling tea, passing breadbaskets 
 Serve Tuesday from Noon-1PM – making plates, filling tea, passing breadbaskets 
 Help clean up - the more we have, the faster it goes!! (Men are most welcome at the luncheon – and to help 

with clean-up too!) 
 Tickets are available now. Help us sell as many meals as we can to raise money for Missions! 
 Donate door prize(s) or silent auction item(s) 

 to help in the kitchen on Monday, and Tuesday mornings. 
 as drivers to help deliver meals. 

 

 

Dear Members &  St. Paul’s Friends,   

The Annual United Methodist Women’s fundraiser, the Chicken Salad Luncheon, is next Tuesday, May 5, 
2014 from 11:30 to 1:00 pm in the fellowship and New Song areas. Tickets are only $8.00, so invite your friends 
and come enjoy a fabulous lunch featuring our traditional chicken salad at our “Cinco de Mayo Celebration!”   

Proceeds from the luncheon go to support local mission.  Won’t you help us with this wonderful mission of 
our church?  You do not have to be a member of UMW to help – and it takes a lot of helping hands.  It’s fun and a 
great way to do something for so many others in just a few hours.  Help if you can, but if not, come on your lunch 
hour and enjoy a delicious meal and wonderful fellowship!  Lots of door prizes and a silent auction! 

Men are invited and welcome! 

 
 

ITEMS TO DONATE FOR THE SILENT AUCTION 



 
 

    

 
 

Although this is my third spring living here in Monroe, I had forgotten how beautiful this 
place looks this time of year.  The azaleas and camellias are bright and in bloom as are the dog-
woods and those trees that look like they’re growing popcorn balls: Bradford pears.  How could 
I forget how beautiful this place is?  I guess the sepia tone of New Mexico must still be in my 
mind’s eye somewhere!  It’s good to be reminded every once in a while of things I should al-
ready know; I gain an even greater appreciation for what I should have already known!  You’ve 
got to love God’s prevenient grace.  Through it, we are afforded another opportunity to learn, 
even if it’s something we should already have known. 

This time of year brings ceremonies of accomplishments in learning, graduations of all kinds:  kindergar-
ten, high school, college…and let’s not forget confirmation.  For the past 32 weeks, Jill Mouk and her 11 confir-
mands with their mentors have been studying the Bible, our Judeo-Christian heritage, and the people who God 
inspired to have faith, develop that faith, and hand that faith on to future generations of believers.  They’ve also 
been learning about our Wesleyan roots and those grace-filled doctrines that make United Methodists so unique 
and inviting.   

I have heard more than once the comment, and a desire, for an adult confirmation refresher course.  Al-
though some of us never took confirmation, there’s nothing wrong with learning something new just as there’s 
nothing wrong with being reminded of what we should already know.  In fact, we could gain an even greater ap-
preciation for the things we didn’t know!  It’s that prevenient grace that we all learned about in confirma—.  
Hmm. 

Such a course will be offered this fall for 8 weeks.  We’ll learn about the earliest days of our heritage and 
roots, and about the people God inspired to blaze the trail all the way to the ministries of our beloved St. Paul’s 
church.  We’ll learn about the people who were inspired to create and develop these ministries and hand them 
on to future generations of members.   

Peace, my friends…Tim 

Dear Friends, 

We were delighted to host the congregation of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church with their Senior Pastor Rev. John Mabray this 
year’s Good Friday service.  Their Associate Pastor Rev. Jonathan 
Wagner expounded upon the crucifixion of Christ.  This event contin-
ued a long standing tradition of both congregations sharing this 
meaningful day together in each other’s sanctuary on alternating 
years.  Next year, Covenant will host St. Paul’s congregation and Rev. 
JoAnne Pounds will present the message of the day. 

We will have one, combined service on Sunday, May 24 at 10:00am in the Traditional Sanctuary. 



Circle of Friends Circle  - We meet the 2nd Sunday of each month in the Parlor.   
 That’s May 10 this month at  5:00pm.   
 Joy Circle - Our last meeting until the Fall will be on Tuesday, May 12 t 6:00pm.   
 May is the time for picnics, so we will have an indoor “bring your own sack  
 supper” picnic.  We will have a brief lesson to send us into the summer.   
 Lemon-aid will be provided (crystal light) 
Harmony Circle—meets the 3rd Thursday each month.  This will be our last meeting until  
 September.  This month we will meet on Thursday, May 21 at 6:00pm in the Parlor.   
Mary Henry Circle  - Mary Henry Circle continues study of “Strong Was Her Faith” by J. Ellsworth Kalas on May 

26 at 9:30.  The lesson taught by Pat Hoover will be Mary Magdalene:  When Love is Greater Than 
Faith.  Mary Henry is a lively group who welcome women of all ages for St. Paul.  9:30 refreshments and 
visiting, 10:00 devotion, 10:15 lesson.   Please join us for a great time!  Tues, May 26, 9:30! 

 

 *If you are not currently a member of a women’s circle, come join us!   
All women and their friends  are welcome to attend the circle meeting  of their choosing. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
Cream of Mushroom soup  
Cream of Chicken soup 
Rotel tomatoes    
Diced tomatoes 
Sweet green peas   
pop-top cans of Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup 
Lg. Gal. cans cut green beans (Sam’s) 
Lg. Gal. cans tropical fruit (Sam’s) 
1 lb. boxes Velveeta cheese  
1 lb. boxes Angel Hair spaghetti 

RAYS OF SONSHINE 
 Remember to bring a bag of dry beans to drop in the donation basket the first Sunday of the month.  Bring the bag 
forward on your way to receive communion.  Baskets are located near the altar.     

Here are just three of the organizations we, at St. Paul’s, support regularly.  Here are a few items you can donate 
to aid our efforts. Just add one or two to your shopping cart on your next grocery run and bring it with you to 
church THIS Sunday.  Think of the difference you can make in the life of someone in need. 

“We are the hands and feet of God” 

GRACE PLACE 
 Cans of green beans 
Cans of tropical or mixed fruit 
Bags of parboiled rice 
 

Help support UMW missions.  This year’s theme for the annual UMW chicken salad luncheon 
is a celebration of Cinco de Mayo.  Come enjoy the famous chicken salad while a fiesta at-
mosphere takes you away, or take your plate to go.  There will be drive thru pickup at the 
Parlor entrance and the ladies are hoping to add delivery this year.  You can purchase tickets 
in the church office at the church on  Sunday, May 3.  The cost is only $8.00 a plate.   



 

 
Carson Calvert Arrington 

Emma Grace Barron 
Camille Claire Burkett 

James Jackson Cuthbert 

 
 
 In September, twenty young people at St. Paul’s began Confirmation classes with Jill Mouk.  During this 
36-week series of classes they have learned about the Methodist faith – John Wesley, Baptism, Communion, 
grace, and Articles of Religion.   
 The word confirmation literally means “with firm-ness.”  Confirmation means to make firm or solid 
what has gone before – what our parents, families, church, and God have done.  The “before” refers to our 
baptism and, in a broader sense, to our entire faith journey up to this point. Many of us were baptized as ba-
bies, although some of us were not.  If we were baptized as infants, we didn’t choose it.  It was done for us.  It 
was God’s gift to us.  Baptism reminds us that God accepts us and loves us even before we can respond.  Our 
parents pledged to raise us in the faith and our church pledged to help them.  We just lay there and received 
baptism as a gift.  In the United Methodist Church, we believe that baptism is a special means of God’s love for 
us, God’s grace.  The Greek word for grace is charis which means literally “gift.”  Baptism is a gift from God. 
 Through Confirmation classes, young people have been taught that, as youth, they are making the pas-
sage toward being adults.  They no longer depend solely on their parents’ decisions in matters of faith.  They 
have reached an “age of accountability.”  Their faith journey has become their own.  Sure, parents and the 
church still help, but more responsibility passes to the young person. 
 On Sunday, May 3, the sixth grade class will be confirmed during the 11:00 service.  Please keep the 
Confirmation students and leaders in your prayers.  They are making the decision of a lifetime!  What a won-
derful time in their faith journey.  Pray that this experience will truly have a huge impact on their lives and their 
habits! 
 
 

 

2015 Confirmation Class 
 

Sadie Caroline Keyes 
Ella Rose Smith 

Sallie Jayne Snellings 
 

 

 
Emma Livingston Street 

Spencer Hilton Thibodeaux 
Nicholas Lee Wolleson 

Wilson Davis Littlejohn Yates 

The Mission of the Month of May is Mercy Ministries of America (www.mercyministries.com).  On Mother’s 
Day this year, several of the residents of Monroe’s Mercy Ministry home will worship with us.  Mercy Minis-
tries is a faith-based residential program that serves to transform the lives and restore hope of young women 
ages 13-28 from all 50 states and from all socioeconomic backgrounds who struggle with eating disorders, self
-harm, drug and alcohol adictions, depression, unplanned pregnancy, and physical and sexual abuse.   
 

Women who voluntarily join the 6 month program receive biblically-based counseling, life-skills training, birth 
and adoption services or parenting classes for women facing unplanned pregnancies, and  transitional care 
services include job placement and school application.  Mercy Ministries receives a 94% satisfaction rate from 
its graduates and a 4 star rating awarded from Charity Navigator. 
 

We have partnered with MM through the Circle of Friends women who host these young women at our 

church with dinner and jewelry parties each spring and in the past have provided space for other activities.  

On Mother’s Day when we celebrate all women, we will take up a special offering for this very special minis-

try.  With gifts like yours, we give hope to hurting girls and an opportunity to transform their lives. 



 

 
 

Coming this  

summer! 

St. Paul’s UMC’s   

Vacation  

 Bible  

   School 
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Waving Palms in New Song 

Music Makers & Bible 101  
at The Oaks Guest Home 

The children from 
Bible 101 and Music 
Makers Choir visited 
The Oaks Guest 
Home on Wednes-
day, April 1.  The chil-
dren sang songs for 
the residents and 
then walked around 
and greeted the 
guests and told them 
“Happy Easter!” 





Our DivorceCare group meets each Wednesday from 5:15—
6:30pm.  Supper is available and childcare and children’s classes 
are offered.  The cost is $20 per person (scholarships available.)   

Please call Jill Mouk at 318.381.0609 or Renee Arrington at 
318.791.2048 to register and for additional information regarding 
our group. 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s UMC, 
 I am writing to personally thank you for your faithful support of the ULM 
Wesley foundation in 2014 by your prayers and generous financial donations.  
With your support, students and faculty on the ULM campus were touched by the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, bringing hope and help during these very difficult and chal-
lenging days.  Many touched by the outreach ministries of Wesley have experi-
enced their own personal encounter with Jesus Christ, finding purpose and direc-
tion for their life.  Thank you very much on behalf of each of them, the Wesley 
staff, the Leadership Team and the Wesley Board of Directors! 
 Again, thank you for your generous and faithful support of the ULM Wesley 
Foundation! 

 

Hey all you 50+ year olds!  Join us on May 29 at 6:00pm for a juicy bur-
ger and great fellowship!  We will meet at the home of Sidney and 
Carolyn Seegers who reside at 2704 Pargoud Boulevard.  An opportu-
nity to RSVP will be coming soon in the church bulletin.  Watch for it 
and plan to be there! 

In Christ’s Service,  
Rev. Bob Burgess 

Retired UM Pastor 
Board Member 



 

The UMM, represented by Lynda Burns, Mike 
Gibbens, Dr. Tyler Metzger, and Bill Funder-
burk (plus two volunteers from the Church of 
Christ on Forsythe) served 98 meals at the  
DeSiard Street Mission in April.    
 

It may be good news for the Shelter.  Rumor 
has it that Century Link is in talks to take over 
the financial responsibilities at the shelter.  
The Methodist Men may very well be serving 
at this wonderful place again.  Hopefully, 
starting in May.  Call the church office if you 
are interested in helping to serve the meal. 

This year at the retreat we will focus on prayer, times of quiet contemplation, lively group dis-

cussion, and fun fellowship with your sisters in Christ. Our study, compiled by Debbie Cuthbert 

is called Pathways to Prayer.   
 

For everyone already signed up, and anyone curious and thinking about going, there will be a 

short planning meeting for all ladies attending the retreat on May, 31 at 2:00.  We will discuss 

logistics, meal planning, and such. The final cost is: $325 

  

On Sunday May 3, the group of 11 sixth grade students will be confirmed during worship at 11:00 in the 
traditional sanctuary.  On the evening of May 3 at 5:00 the confirmands will be welcomed to St. Paul’s 
youth group with a “Welcome to UMYF Blow-Out” event with water slides, games, and pizza.  This is a 
great group of young people, and we look forward to watch them as they continue to grow and mature in 
their faith in Jesus Christ!    

  
St. Paul’s  

Confirmation Class  
attended “Confirmation 

Day with the Bishop” at the 
Wesley Center in 

Woodworth on April 24-25.   



Mary Lynn Bloomer  Elena Boardman Spencer Brooks Caroline Clary Kate Garrett 

Sydney Girtman Emerson Heflin Riley Luttgeharm Mary McMullen Ellie Millar 

Emery Miller Emily Mouk Alex Prince Lily Ryan 

Addie Sartor Harper Street Cole Thomas William Tosten 

Anna Gail Cain 

Hunter Keyes 

Audrey Nolan Addison Neill 



May 14 
Food Bank 
 
May 30 
Six Flags Trip 

 
COMING SOON 
Mountain TOP Parent Meeting 
 
June 20—28 
Mountain TOP Mission Trip 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
UMYF Sunday school   @ 9:40 

 WORSHIP   
Contemporary @ 10:45 

Traditional @ 8:30 & 11:00 
 

SUNDAY NIGHTS 
Youth Group + meal from 5-7  

(not on  May 24) 

TUESDAY MORNINGS 
Breakfast Club– May 5 & 12  

@ McDonalds on N. 18th @7 am 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
Meal @ 5:15  and   

Bible Study @ 6:00 

 
 
 
 

May 30 
5am-midnight 

$10 deposit ($50 total) 
DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, MAY 10! 

Let us know if you are going ASAP! 

  

 
 
 
 

Prayer Partners for Mountain TOP 
 We want you o serve as a prayer partner for one of our youth or adult chaperones who will be going to Moun-
tain TOP this summer!  Contact Jill Mouk or Lisa Keyes to step up to the call.  The youth group will go on their 
annual mission trip June 20-28.  We have a group of 24 going!  Prayer partners are asked to pray for their part-
ner each day and provide 24 of one item for the "goodie bags" for the group.  

The Youth Serve at Delta Grace in Sunflower Mississippi! 



St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
1901 Lexington Ave. 
Monroe, LA                      71201 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dansby’s 
Taylor Rental 

2102 Forsythe Avenue 
(318)323-0600 

taylorrentalmonroela.com 

  2511 BROADMOOR BLVD. MONROE, LA  
318-322-2013 

Paulen Luttgeharm Ins Agcy Inc 
Paulen Luttgeharm, Agent 
2116 Forsythe Avenue 
Monroe, LA 71201 
Bus: 318-388-2450 
 
State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
1211999 

Our sponsors: 

 


